This is an extraordinary book. It is the second in a series to be published annually whose stated intention is to focus on aspects of paediatric oncology and related fields which are not well covered elsewhere. The first section of each volume is to deal with concepts in research from the basic sciences and the second section will be devoted to specific rare tumours and will serve as an informal tumour registry.
Section one of this volume consists of reviews of four topics. The first is on the role of natural killer (NK) cells in resistance to tumours; the others cover the topics of clonal evolution, cancer cell differentiation and the clinical significance of chromosome abnormalities in leukaemia. All are authoritative and certainly of much topical interest, but to suggest that none are well covered elsewhere is a trifle ingenuous.
Section two brings together the available information on pancreatic malignancies in childhood, which are indeed excessively rare. There is a review of the genetic aspects of endocrine neoplasia and this is followed by a most helpful review of tumours of the exocrine pancreas in childhood. The section concludes with a useful overview of the subject, but much of the material between takes the form of individual case reports, often so lacking in detail as to make them irrelevant.
Any childrens' cancer unit will want to have access to these volumes for their coverage of the rarities among paediatric malignancies. However, I do not think it makes sense to combine the two sections together in this form. I suspect that those who might be most interested to read the basic science reviews in section one are most unlikely ever to become aware of their existence while they are hidden in a book with the title Pancreatic Tumours in Children.
M.G. Tables are  included which show the proportion of diagnoses verified by histology, and the proportion of cases registered from death certificates, for each registry, site, and age group. The accompanying text warns the reader of ways in which differences in registration and coding practice may limit the comparability of different registries' data.
The editors are to be congratulated for bringing together in a common format a large body of data which would otherwise have to be sought in a variety of separate reports. This volume will be a valuable work of reference for epidemiologists, and it is to be hoped that the series will be continued. The price is not unreasonable for the size of the book and the amount of information it contains. 
